January 4th, 2026
Sunday Before the Theophany of Christ

As we enter the Church let us pray.....
I will come into Thy House In the multitude of Thy mercy;
And in Thy fear I will worship toward Thy Holy Temple.
Resurrectional Apolytikion — Tone 5
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion of the Forefeast of Theophany — Tone 4

Be thou ready, Zabulon; prepare thyself, O Nephthalim. River Jordan, stay thy course and skip
for gladness to receive the Sovereign Master, Who cometh now to be baptized. O Adam, be thou
glad with our first mother, Eve; hide not as ye did of old in Paradise. Seeing you naked, He hath
appeared now to clothe you in the first robe again. Christ hath appeared, for He truly willeth to
renew all creation.

Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom - Tone 8

Grace shining forth from your lips like a beacon has enlightened the universe. It has shown to
the world the riches of poverty. It has revealed to us the heights of humility. Teaching us by
your 'WOI'dS, O Father John Chrysostom, intercede before the Word, Christ our God, to save our
souls!

Kontakion of the Forefeast of Theophany — Tone 4
In the running waters of the Jordan River, on this day the Lord of all crieth to John: Be not
afraid and hesitate not to baptize Me, for I am come to save Adam, the first-formed man.

Synaxarion
On January 4 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we prepare to celebrate the Theophany (Epiphany) of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and we celebrate the Synaxis of the holy Seventy Apostles.
In addition to the twelve Great Apostles, the Lord chose seventy other, lesser apostles and sent them to
preach to the Jews. He sent them out two by two before His face, to each town and place, saying: “Behold,
I send you as sheep among wolves” (Luke 10:1-5). But as Judas, one of the Twelve, fell away from the
Lord, so some among these Seventy withdrew from Him, not with the intention of betraying Him but from
human weakness and lack of faith (John 6:66). The apostles elected new ones to take the fallen apostles’
places. These Seventy labored in the same way as the twelve Great Apostles; they were the assistants of
the Twelve in the spreading and strengthening of the Church of God in the world. They suffered much
torture and malice, from men and from demons, but their firm faith and burning love for the risen Lord
made them conquerors of the world and heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven.
On this day, we also commemorate Venerable Theoktistos of Sicily. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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The V. Rev. Peter Pier, Pastor
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Come Visit St. John Chrysostom's Web Sites: www.orthodoxyork.org

The Inquirer’s Class — will meet today Sunday, January 4th, following the Divine Liturgy.
These classes are for those studying the Orthodox Christian Faith, and those wishing to deepen
their understanding of the Faith. All are welcome.


http://www.orthodoxyork.org

Weis and Giant Grocery Gift Cards — are available for purchase. You pay the face amount of
the card and the church receives 5% of the value of the card. Please go to the church office after
any Divine Liturgy to purchase a card. Purchases benefit the general fund of St. John
Chrysostom Church.

Attendance: 175

Operating Fund Offering Received: $11,925.00

Amount Needed Each Wee% To Meet Operating Fund Budget: $8,432.00
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