
January 7th, 2024 
Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John 

As we enter the Church let us pray..... 
I will come into Thy House In the multitude of Thy mercy; 

And in Thy fear I will worship toward Thy Holy Temple. 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Tone 6 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the 
soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou 
didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.  

Apolytikion of the Theophany – Tone 1 
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the voice of the 
Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove confirmed the 
truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.  

Apolytikion of the Synaxis of John the Baptist – Tone 2 
The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, O 
Forerunner. Thou wast shown indeed to be the most honorable of the prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptize 
Him Who had been proclaimed. After suffering with joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim even to those in 
Hades the God Who appeared in the flesh, Who taketh away the sin of the world, and granteth us the Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom - Tone 8 
Grace shining forth from your lips like a beacon has enlightened the universe.  It has shown to the world the riches 
of poverty.  It has revealed to us the heights of humility.  Teaching us by your words, O Father John Chrysostom, 
intercede before the Word, Christ our God, to save our souls! 

Kontakion of the Theophany – Tone 4 
On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole world, * and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, * is signed on us who 
sing Thy praise * and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou hast appeared, O Thou Light 
unapproachable. 

SYNAXARION 
On January 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Synaxis (Gathering) of the holy and glorious Prophet, 
Forerunner and Baptist John. On the same day is also commemorated the translation of his most precious and holy 
right hand unto the city of Constantinople. Because John’s main role in his life was played out on the day of 
Theophany (Epiphany), the Church from earliest times dedicated the “day after” to his memory. Among the Gospel 
personalities who surround the Savior, John the Baptist occupies a totally unique place by his roles in baptizing the 
Messiah and in baptizing people for repentance. John prepared himself in the wilderness of the desert for 30 years 
for his great service by a strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people. John was of such 
moral purity that, in truth, he could be called an angel (messenger) as Holy Scripture calls him rather than a mortal 
man. He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the 
world. In church hymnology, the Baptist is called a “bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of 
all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. John differs from all other prophets especially in that he had that privilege of being able, 
with his hand, to show the world Him about Whom he prophesied. As the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord—
whom the Lord called the greatest of the prophets—John concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the 
era of the New Testament. He bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh. John was 
accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most 
Holy Trinity at the Savior’s Baptism.  
On this day, we commemorate the New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; and Venerable Brannock of Braunton. By the 
intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 
St John Chrysostom Antiochian Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North 

America 
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Metropolitan of New York and North America 

His Grace Bishop Thomas, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic 
The V. Rev. Peter Pier, Pastor 

*    *    *    *    *   * 

Come Visit St. John Chrysostom's Web Sites:  www.orthodoxyork.org 

http://www.orthodoxyork.org


The Inquirer’s Class – will meet today, Sunday, January 7th following the Divine Liturgy.  These classes 
are for those studying the Orthodox Christian Faith, and those wishing to deepen their understanding of 
the Faith.  All are welcome. 

Weis and Giant Grocery Gift Cards – are available for purchase.  You pay the face amount of 
the card and the church receives 5% of the value of the card.  Please see Marjorie Barrett after 
any Divine Liturgy to purchase a card.  Purchases benefit the general fund of St. John 
Chrysostom Church. 

Attendance Last Sunday   170 
Operating Fund Offering Received:  $10,280.36 
Amount Needed Each Week To Meet Operating Fund Budget:  $7,443.00 

Church Calendar 
January 7 8:50 am Orthros. 10:00 am Divine Liturgy.  Inquirer’s Class.  SCS.   
January 9 9:00 am Third Hour and Play and Pray. 
January 10 6:00 pm Great Vespers.   
January 13 1:00 pm AOW Tea with Fr. Ted Pulcini.    6:00 pm Great Vespers 
January 14 8:50 am Orthros.  10:00 am Divine Liturgy.  SCS.  Inquirer’s Class. 
   

Remember In Your Prayers 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear" (Is. 65:24) 

The Living – for their health &wellbeing 
Metropolitan SABA 
Bishop Thomas 
Denise Zakula 
Olena Bassarab 
Jayme Miller 
Matthew Miller 
Officer Jamie Miller 
Joyce “Kassiane” Williams 
Michael Acierno 
Jerry “David” Desautels 
Christopher Reese 
Beverly Kushner 
Michelle Prince 
Richard “Stephen” Vangel 
Joshua “John” Ranck 
Ronna “Sophia” Castle 
  
The Departed – Memory Eternal! 
Metropolitan PHILIP 
Bishop Antoun 
Priest Boniface Black 
Helen Diamond 
Angela Burke 
Wayne “Stephen” Coleson 
Georgette Habib Soliman 
Joseph Danyo 
Leavitt “George” Keener 
Mary Jane Glagola 
Norm “Nourhan” and Eva “Marie” Kailian 

Nicholas Raptapolus 
Walter and Mary Damm 
Donnell Gregory and Mary “Rebecca” Beck 
Michael Bogosh 
Christos Tsakiris 
Harry and Grace Dorion 
Marianne Rupp 
Mary Bincarowsky 
Gene “Paul” Strayer 
Katherine Monsour 
George and Darla Feeser 
Cindi “Monica” Bennett 
Mary Kopey 
Martha Allen 
Mary Lou Grove 
Melinda “Magdalena” Stika 
James Fetter 
Andrew Himes 
Patty May 
Julie Acierno 
Vincent Michael Terzano-Borovic 
Steven Smith 
Edward Boner 
Cheryl “Alexandra” Bury 
Thomas Lehman 
Barry “John” Hart 
Angela Pandelidis 
Kathryn Velen 
Karl and Nancy Usner 
 


