September 17th, 2023
Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross

As we enter the Church let us pray.....
I will come into Thy House In the multitude of Thy mercy;
And in Thy fear I will worship toward Thy Holy Temple.

Resurrectional Apolytikion — Tone 6

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the
world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Elevation of the Holy Cross — Tone 1
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over all
their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross preserving Thy commonwealth.

Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom - Tone 8

Grace shining forth from your lips like a beacon has enlightened the universe. It has shown to
the world the riches of poverty. It has revealed to us the heights of humility. Teaching us by
your 'Words, O Father John Chrysostom, intercede before the Word, Christ our God, to save our
souls!

Kontakion of the Elevation of the Holy Cross — Tone 4

Do Thou, Who of Thine own good will was lifted up upon the Cross, O Christ our God, bestow
Thy bounties upon the new Nation which is called by Thy Name; make glad in Thy might those
who lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to victory over our adversaries, having in
Thine aid a weapon of peace and a trophy invincible.

SYNAXARION
On September 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Elevation of the
Holy Cross; and we commemorate the Martyrs Sophia and her daughters Faith, Love and Hope.
This blessed family lived and suffered in Rome during the reign of Emperor Hadrian. Sophia was
wise, as her name implies; she was widowed, and had established herself and her daughters well
in the Christian Faith. When Hadrian’s persecuting hand extended over the virtuous home of
Sophia, Faith was only twelve years old; Hope, ten; and Love, nine. Brought before the emperor,
these four held each other’s hands “like a woven wreath,” humbly but steadfastly confessed their
faith in Christ and refused to offer sacrifices to the pagan idol Artemis. Before their suffering,
the mother encouraged her daughters to endure to the end: “Your heavenly Bridegroom, Jesus
Christ, 1s eternal health, inexpressible beauty and eternal life. When your bodies are slain by
torture, He will clothe you in incorruption and the wounds on your bodies will shine in the
heavens as stars.” The torturers inflicted cruel torments on each daughter and killed them.
Sophia took the bodies of her daughters and honorably buried them. She remained at their grave
for three days and nights, praying to God. Then she gave her spirit to God, flying off to Paradise,
where the blessed souls of her daughters awaited her. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen

* * * * * * *

St John Chrysostom Antiochian Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North
America
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Metropolitan of New York and North America
His Grace Bishop Thomas, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic
The V. Rev. Peter Pier, Pastor

* * * * * %

Come Visit St. John Chrysostom's Web Sites: www.orthodoxyork.org



http://www.orthodoxyork.org

Fr. Peter — will be on vacation September 22-27. If a pastoral need arises, please contact one of the
Deacons. Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick will serve next Sunday’s services.

The Inquirer’s Class — will meet next on Sunday, October 1st following the Divine Liturgy. These
classes are for those studying the Orthodox Christian Faith, and those wishing to deepen their
understanding of the Faith. All are welcome.

Weis and Giant Grocery Gift Cards — are available for purchase. You pay the face amount of
the card and the church receives 5% of the value of the card. Please see Marjorie Barrett after
any Divine Liturgy to purchase a card. Purchases benefit the general fund of St. John
Chrysostom Church.

Attendance Last Sunday 175
Operating Fund Offering Received: $2,566.00
Amount Needed Each Week To Meet Operating Fund Budget: $7,443.00

Church Calendar

Sept. 17 8:50 am Orthros. 10:00 am Divine Liturgy. SCS. Parish Council Meeting.
Sept. 19 9:00 am 3*d Hour and Play and Pray.

Sept. 20 6:00 pm Great Vespers. Choir Practice following Great Vespers.

Sept. 23 6:00 pm Great Vespers.

Sept. 24 8:50 am Orthros. 10:00 am Divine Liturgy. SCS.

Remember In Your Prayers
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear” (Is. 65:24)
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