December 13th, 2020
Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ
As we enter the Church let us pray.....

 I will come into Thy House In the multitude of Thy mercy;

And in Thy fear I will worship toward Thy Holy Temple.
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Tone 2
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of the Forefathers – Tone 2

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls. 

Apolytikion of St. Herman – Tone 4

Blessed ascetic of the northern wilds and gracious intercessor for the whole world, teacher of the Orthodox Faith, good instructor of piety, adornment of Alaska and joy of all America, holy Father Herman, pray to Christ God that He save our souls.
Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom - Tone 8
Grace shining forth from your lips like a beacon has enlightened the universe.  It has shown to the world the riches of poverty.  It has revealed to us the heights of humility.  Teaching us by your words, O Father John Chrysostom, intercede before the Word, Christ our God, to save our souls!

Kontakion of Preparation for Christ’s Nativity – Tone 3
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child, Who before the ages is God.
SYNAXARION
On December 13 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyrs Eustratios, Auxentios, Eugene, Mardarios, and Orestes at Sebastia; Virgin-martyr Lucia of Syracuse; and Hieromartyr Gabriel, patriarch of Serbia. 

On this day, we commemorate our righteous Father Herman of Alaska, Enlightener of the Aleuts, who reposed in peace in the year 1837.  Herman was born in 1756. At age 16, he entered the Orthodox Christian monastic life at the Holy Trinity-St. Sergius Hermitage near St. Petersburg. Later, he moved to the Valaam Monastery. Father Herman was selected, along with seven other monks, to begin a mission into the Alaskan territory. They arrived on Kodiak Island on September 24, 1794. The monks educated and converted the Aleuts and native Alaskans and, as time progressed, they found themselves protecting the natives from exploitation and abuse. Thus the monks themselves were abused, arrested and physically threatened. The natives regarded Herman as their defender and intercessor before God. Herman died on December 13, 1837, and was forgotten until the first investigation of his life in 1867 by Bishop Peter of Alaska. On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of our Lord Jesus.
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Come Visit St. John Chrysostom's Web Sites:  www.orthodoxyork.org
The Inquirer’s Class – will meet next Sunday, December 20th, following the Divine Liturgy.  These classes are for those studying the Orthodox Christian Faith, and those wishing to deepen their understanding of the Faith.  All are welcome.
Little Compline & Book Discussion - Wednesdays @ 6pm  Join Dn. David Hyatt on Wednesday evenings to pray Little Compline.  Following Little Compline, Dn. David will lead a discussion of  Way of the Ascetics by Tito Colliander.  Copies are available in the church bookstore or online.  We will be reading and discussing one chapter each week.  Little Compline will be livestreamed on the church Youtube channel.  If you are interested in participating in the book discussion portion via Zoom, please contact Dn. David to make arrangements at jhyatt.duluth@gmail.com.  
Weis and Giant Grocery Gift Cards – are available for purchase.  You pay the face amount of the card and the church receives 5% of the value of the card.  Please see Marjorie Barrett after any Divine Liturgy to purchase a card.  Purchases benefit the general fund of St. John Chrysostom Church.
Attendance Last Sunday:  116
Operating Fund Offering Received:  $17,717.00
Amount Needed Each Week To Meet Operating Fund Budget:  $5,770.00
Church Calendar
December 13
8:50 am Orthros.  10:00 am Divine Liturgy. (live streamed). Parish Council Meeting.
December 14
6:00 pm Nativity Paraklesis.
December 15
9:00 am Typika and Distribution of Holy Communion. 
December 16
6:00 pm Little Compline followed by Book Discussion.

December 19
6:00 pm Vespers.

December 20
8:50 am Orthros.   10:00 am Divine Liturgy  (live streamed). Inquirer’s Class.
Remember In Your Prayers
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear" (Is. 65:24)
The Living – for their health and healing
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The Departed – Memory Eternal!
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